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THE BARON IN FACT AND FICTION

Daniel Ennis

Editors’ Note: Professor Daniel Ennis is currently Interim Associate Dean for Humanities and former Chair of the Department of
English at Coastal Carolina University at Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. He and two other scholars are working on a book dealing
with the Baron Saint-Castin as a literary figure. By their count there have been at least a dozen poems, stories, and dramatic
adaptations of the Baron’s life, published in France, England, and the United States. What follows is a brief overview of Dr. Ennis's
Jindings. We hope to learn more from him in the future.

By the time he died in 1707, Baron Saint- with tales of adventure set in the South Seas and New
Castin was already a legendary figure. The France. Dixmerie calls his hero “le Baron de Saint-
mythmaking began in 1703, when Louis-Armand Castins, Ofticier dans les Troupes du Canada.” The
Baron de Lahontan, himself a well-traveled soldier tale is not set in Penobscot Bay, however. Dixmerie
and adventurer, published his Nowuveaux voyages dans moves the Baron hundreds of miles inland to a region
P Amiérique septentrionale (New 1V oyages to North America). vaguely located near the Great Lakes. There Saint-

A first-hand travelogue that is no longer viewed as a Castin encounters and saves the life of a Huron
credible historical account of g == princess named Azakia. The Baron
French Canada, de Lahontan’s declares his love for Azakia, but is
book makes Saint-Castin out rebuffed because she is devoted to
to be part savage and part her courageous Indian husband,
hero, worshipped as a god by Ouabi. The Baron joins the Huron
the Abenaki, feared by the in their war against the Iroquois,
English for his military changing his name to “Celario.” His
prowess, and fabulously heroism impresses Ouabi who,
wealthy from his trading somewhat improbably, rewards the
activities. De Lahontan’s Frenchman with the gift of his wife’s
description of Saint-Castin, hand.

which occupies only two
pages, provided an outline that
later writers filled in with
adventure and romance. The
later stories, poems and plays
that formed the Baron’s
fictional biography were
produced with little regard for

Azakia: Anecdote Huronne was
translated into English, retitled
Azakia: A Canadian Story, and
printed in London in 1767. It was
reprinted in a Boston newspaper in
1789. The tale influenced the
American poet Sarah Wentworth
Morton, whose long poem based on

historical truth, but they reveal The Baron as portrayed by W. H. Low the story, Owabi, appeared in 1790.
a great deal about what the 1 Cenuty Mageeioe, September IN2 The poet follows Dixmerie’s
: Courtesy of Witherle Memorial Library “is 5
Baron represented to genera- example, and her rewriting of Saint-
tions of French, English and Americans. Castin’s life amplifies the Frenchman’s heroic
A fictionalized version of Saint-Castin’s life ualities. The Baron is called “Europe’s fairest
) q P
Agzakia: Anecdote Huronne, was printed in Paris in 1765. boast,” a man who is exiled from his homeland but
That tale’s author, Nicolas De La Dixmerie, spent his learns nobility from the “savages.” In Morton’s
) ) &

life in France, but nonetheless thrilled Parisian readers continued on page 6




CASTINE Highlights of CHS Summer Calendar

HISTORICAL Summer Exhibit
SOCIETY Opening Reception Sunday, June 26"
2010-2011 History and Hearsay — Tales of Castine Houses

includes intriguing tales that circulate about shoes
found in walls, famous visitors and infamous

Officers householders.

Michael E. Coughlin . .

Présideiit Third Annual Debm;ah Pulliam Lecture
_ Wednesday, July 20°

Marcia P. Mason Lecture by Pulitzer Prize Winning Historian

Vice-President Annette Gordon-Reed

Joha C. Patish, Jr. Delano Auditorium

Secretary Art Sale August 20" — August 21

Susan C. Hatch Opening Reception Friday, August 19"

Treasurer

More detailed information will be published in next [ Zsor

Board of Directors

David K. Adams Our thanks and recognition are extended to

Ruth Basile the following who have recently added to

Douglas Benjamin ; : : : :

Difing Begdeotiote the Castine Historical Society collections:

James M. Day

Lynne 1. Dearborn Virginia Bourne

Anne B. Fuentes

John S. Macdonald James Day

Ann L. Miller

Helen H. Miller :

Michael 1. Motrison gy Ladion

Roger W. Moss

Lynn H. Parsons Gregory Morse

Ruth C. Scheer

Brooke P. Tenney Annesley Swicker in honor of

Stefanie S. Young Ann Miller’s birthday

President Emeritus

James M. Day

Honorary Directors CHS acdvely collects photographs, papers, maps,

Robert C. Dick memorabilia and artifacts to document life in

Sara F. Foote Castine and the Bagaduce area. If you want to

Margaret Wheeler Hall donate something you think is worth preserving,

Laura Hatch please contact Paige Lilly at (207) 326-4118 or

Matt Metfeld curator(@castinehistoricalsociety.org. Either we will

Robert B. Rettig add your material to our collection or suggest 2
mote approptiate institution for you to contact.
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The mission of the Castine His-
torical Society, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, is to collect, preserve,
protect, and make available a vari-
ety of materials that illuminate the
historical development of the Cas-
tine-Bagaduce River Area from its
beginnings to the present.

The Castine Visitor is published three
times a year by the Society for its members
and friends.

Lynn H. Parsons &
Anne H. Parsons...... Editors

info@castinehistoricalsociety.org

www.castinehistoricalsociety.org
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Many of our members do not have much information on what
happens at the Castine Historical Society after we close the exhibits
and the buildings in September. You might be interested to know that
on going projects such as Lynn Parsons’ church history work and the
restoration initiative to the Grindle House ate in full swing. Paige Lilly,
our curator, works four days a week on the preservation of the
collection, coordination of scholarly (and sometimes not so scholatly)
inquiries, and a myriad of other collection-related tasks.

The CHS Board meets on the second Tuesday of each month
with many of the “away” members taking time from their schedules to
participate by conference call. During these winter months and after
considerable discussion, decisions on budget, future exhibits,
community relations and the health and direction of the Castine
Historical Society are hammered out.

One of the critical challenges facing the Boatd is encouraging
the growth of our membership. It would be easy in the short term to
be complacent about the number and the enthusiasm of the present
membership. The future is not as clear, and we are having a healthy
discussion on ways to attract new members while meeting the
expectations of the current members. That discussion begins with a
question. What are the demographics? As you might expect, much of
our support comes from summer residents and I have already written
in a past isitor about the need to make CHS more visibly relevant to
the Castine community.

To this end we are currently in discussions with the Castine
Cemetery Committee to find ways and resources to help in the
preservation of that important historic site. I am also pleased to report
that under the leadership of President Brennan, the Maine Maritime
Academy has requested our participation in a major retrospective of
the schooner Bowdoin in 2012. This follows the very successful joint
venture with the Wilson Museum and the Library on the 2009 Lincoln
Exhibit. More cooperative opportunities exist with the Adams School
for instance, the Town of Castine and the Castine Merchants
Association.

But what about the majority of our members who are only
here for a few months of the year? Why do they join? Why do they
continue to participate? It is pretty clear to me the reason most people
contribute to the Castine Historical Society is that they love this town.
Many have been coming here for years and some even represent a
second generation of summer residents. They realize that it is a very
special place whose unique history, carefully nurtured, is as important
as its beautiful harbor and homes. Membership in the Castine
Historical Society validates that understanding.

The question is: does the next generation share that
commitment? Does it need encouragement? I have found that the
promise of immortality through membership in CHS and a
personalized brick at the front door works wonders. So I ask those of
you who can to do a little missionary work with those close to you
who may take this special place for granted. Grandchildren, frequent
visitors, prodigal sons and daughters all should be encouraged to join.

Michael Coughlin
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