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AND THE CONGRESSMAN FROM ILLINOIS

Lynn H. Parsons

Up to now, Castine has sent only two residents to
Congress. Isaac Parker lived here in the 1790’s and
was elected to the Fifth Congress (1797-99). He
moved to Portland shortly thereafter. Hezekiah
Williams was -

a long-term 3
resident, a
state senator
(1839-41), and
served in the
Twenty-Ninth
and Thirtieth
Congresses
(1845-49).
Williams

also had the
distinction
(although he
could not have
known it) of
serving in the
same Congress
with Abraham
Lincoln.

It is unlikely they ever met. For one thing,
Williams was a Democrat and Lincoln was a Whig,.
For another, they do not seem to have served together
on any committee. And neither man, at that
time, established a particularly outstanding record.
Nevertheless, as we observe the Lincoln Bicentennial,
a comparison of the two, one from Maine and the
other from Illinois, gives us an insight into the nature
of nineteenth-century politics.

Williams was born in Woodstock, Vermont, in
1798 and was a graduate of Dartmouth College, class

Hezekiah Williams
Courtesy of Wilson Museum

of 1820. He moved to Castine from Belfast in 1824.
He began the practice of law, and at various times
served as Register of Probate for Hancock County,
on the Castine Board of Selectmen, as Trustee of the
School Fund and in the State Senate. After his two
terms in Congress he resumed his law practice, and
died in 1856. Coincidentally, his home is currently

owned by our own President of the Castine Historical
Society, Del Davis, and Sally Chadbourne. (See back
page.)

Williams married Eliza Patterson of Belfast in
1826. Together they had a total of eight children:
four sons and four daughters. Each of the four sons
served in the
Civil War.
Williams’s
wife died in
1866, and
both are buried
in Castine’s
cemetery.

There is
a memorial
window
dedicated to
them on the
east side of
the Castine
Trinitarian

Abraham Lincoln circa 1846

Congregational
Church. In his
“Historical Address” delivered on Old Home Week
in 1900, the Rev. George Moulton Adams recalled
Williams sitting in church: “I remember with what

continued on page 6
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Mrs. Elwood Zimmerman

Editors’ Note

In the last issue of the Visitor, we attempted to identify the

“secret agent” who carried a message to the British in 1814 from
Massachusetts Governor Strong regarding a possible separate peace
between New England and Great Britain during the War of 1812.
We made the case that it was probably George Herbert of Ellsworth,
not Thomas Adams of Castine, as many previously believed. Since
then the intrepid Sally Foote has called our attention to a letter from
Herbert to Governor Sherbrooke of Nova Scotia, dated September
14, 1814, informing him that “New England may be conquered with
kindness.” We consider this case closed.
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The mission of the Castine His-
torical Society, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization, is to collect, preserve,
protect, and make available a vari-
ety of materials that illuminate the
historical development of the Cas-
tine-Bagaduce River Area from its
beginnings to the present.

The Castine Visitor is published
three times a year by the Society for
its members and friends.

Lynn H. Parsons &
Anne H. Parsons......Editors

info@castinehistoricalsociety.org
www.castinehistoricalsociety.org

Castine
Historical Society

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Despite the frozen ground, abundant snow and appearances that little is
moving or happening this winter in Castine, there has been a lot of activity at
the Historical Society during the past few months.

In early December, our first employee, Paige Lilly, began working as our half-
time Curator. In a few short weeks, under Sally Foote’s guidance, Paige has
gained familiarity with the Society’s collections and come up with many ideas
to advance or update our procedures. Paige’s current schedule puts her at the
Abbott School on Mondays, Fridays and Tuesday mornings. If you a question
or comment relating to the Society’s collections or exhibits, please contact her
by phone or email.

With the major portion of Deborah Pulliam’s wonderful gift in hand and
receipt of the balance expected at any time, the Finance Committee has been
busy interviewing prospective investment managers. The Committee has met
eight times since early December and has identified a top candidate to manage the
majority of the Society’s funds. The Society owes a debt of gratitude to Chairman
Michael Morrison and all the other members of the Finance Committee for their
time and diligence in this important task.

Late last year, the Buildings and Grounds Committee issued a Request for
Proposals as part of the process to select an architectural historian firm to prepare
a Historic Structure Report on the former Nelson house. Part of the learning
process of this activity has been to discover that a full scale Historic Structure
Report may take most of a year and cost up to $100,000. The B&G Committee
is currently exploring the benefits and shortfalls of having a less expensive
Preservation Plan or similar document prepared for the former Nelson house,
rather than a full scale Historic Structure Report. A result of this has been some
slippage in the active use of the property. To help make up some of the time,
though, an ad hoc committee has been established to explore potential uses of
the property.

Planning and preparation for the Society’s summer activities are proceeding very
well. The seasonal exhibit is titled “Castine’s Art from the Past.” This summer’s
artwork will not be limited to items with a water theme. If any members or
supporters of the Castine Historical Society are interested and willing to have an
article included in the exhibit, please contact Marcia Mason, who is coordinating
the exhibit, at 326-4461.

The second week in August will be an especially active one this summer.
On Monday, August 10, Pulitzer Prize winner and Civil War historian James
M. McPherson will present a lecture that will help commemorate the Lincoln
Bicentennial and highlight the fact that Castine is one of only 40 communities in
the United States selected to host the traveling exhibit prepared by the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.

The Art Show and Sale will be held later that week from Friday, August 14
until Sunday, August 16. And in July, popular novelist and CHS member Lee
Smith will present "Stepping into History” an examination of the perils and
pleasures of writing historical fiction, punctuating her talk with brief readings
from her prize-winning books including her recent Civil War novel, On Agate
Hill. Separately, Lee will also conduct a small workshop for those interested in
writing a memoir or family history. Full details on the summer’s activities will
be included in the next issue of the Visitor.
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